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RESPONSE TO AMENDMENT 

1. Claims 1-20 and new claims 21-24 remain for further examination. Applicants' 
arguments with respect to claims 1-20 filed December 3, 2004 have been fully 
considered. 

The old rejection maintained 

2. The rejection is respectfully maintained as set forth in the last Office Action 
mailed on September 3, 2004. Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive; therefore, the old rejection is 
maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 31 02 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bowers 
et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,963,134. 



Application/Control Number: 09/871 ,082 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2155 

5. As to claim 1 , 10, 16, 20 and 21 , Bowers teaches a resource registration method 

comprising the steps of: 

a) physically approaching an entity that has an associated tag (col. 9, lines 55- 
61, and col. 10, lines 26-32, in order to scan an article 22, you have to physically 
approach and scan it); 

b) reading the tag to obtain an identifier for the resource (col. 9, lines 55-61 and 
col. 10 36-46, scanning the bar code of an article 22 in order to obtain identification 
information); 

c) using the identifier to obtain an address for the resource (col. 9, lines 55 - col. 
10, line 21, and col. 10, 36-46, the identification information may include information 
such as circulation status information, such as whether an article 22 is checked out or 
where it is located in the library); and 

d) binding the address of the resource in a registry (col..9 line 63 - col. 10, line 
21 , the identification information is then added to the database.) 

6. As to claim 2, Bowers teaches the resource registration method of claim 1 
wherein the step of using the identifier to obtain an address for the resource includes 
the step of: 

providing a resolver service (col6, lines, 53-58, on-line computerized catalog 26); 

providing the resource identifier to the resolver service (col.10, lines 1-21 , the 
article 22 identification information is added into the on-line catalog); 

the resolver service for receiving the resource identifier and responsive thereto 
for providing an address for the resource; wherein the resolver service includes a table 
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of resource identifiers and the corresponding resource addresses (col.9, line 63 - 
col.10, line 21, the database contains information regarding circulation information and 
of the location of article 22 in the library, whether it be in the engineering section, 
science section etc..) 

7. As to claim 3, 1 1 , and 1 7, Bowers teaches the resource registration method of 
claim 1 wherein the registry is a computational abstraction that can be browsed by 
users in the form of web pages; and wherein the registry can be queried automatically 
by other programs (col.6, lines 43-63, the on-line catalogs 26, which is an on-line 
database associated with the library that users can use to view and search for the 
article 22.) 

8. As to claim 4, and 1 2, Bowers teaches the resource registration method of claim 
Iwherein the registry stores the address for each resource (col.10, lines 17-21, the on- 
line database stores information such as circulation and location of article 22 in the 
library.) 

9. As to claim 5, 1 3, and 1 9, Bowers teaches the resource registration method of 
claim 4wherein the registry stores at least one attribute for each resource (col.10, lines 
27-48, the on-line database also stores information such as part of the bibliographic 
data, such as title, author, and publisher). 

10. As to claim 6, and 14, Bowers teaches the resource registration method of claim 
1 wherein the address for the resource is a URL (col.10, line 35-48, the on-line registry 
might also contain such information as location of the article 22 and may provide a link 
to other on-line database of nearby libraries that contain the article 22.) 
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11. As to claim 7, and 1 5, Bowers teaches the resource registration method of claim 
1 wherein the registry describes entities and their associated resources available for 
use in one of a physical area, a location, and a place (col.10, lines 35-48, the physical 
location of the article 22 is shown whether it is in the main library or in the engineering 
library or in the science library.) 

1 2. As to claim 8, Bowers teaches the resource registration method of claim 

1 wherein the tag is one of a barcode tag and an RFID tag (Abstract, col.9, lines 59-67). 

1 3. As to claim 9, Bowers teaches the resource registration method of claim 1 further 

comprising the steps of: 

generating a web page for the registry (col.10, lines 2-21 , the on-line catalog is 

available on the internet.) 

14. As to claim 18, it contains similar limitations as claims 4 and 6; therefore, it is 
rejected under the same rationale. 

1 5. As to claim 22, 23, and 24 Bowers teaches wherein the registration system of 
means for requesting, receiving and displaying information about the entity using the 
address, (Fig. 4, col. 10, lines 22-48; a user of the registration system is able to obtain 
and receive information (using computer 48 to access database 66) on an entity such 
the number of copies of an entity, checkout status, etc, based on the location or address 
of the entity, whether the entity is located in the main library or in the engineering library 
etc.). 
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Response to Arguments 

16. Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 1-20 filed on December 3, 2004 
have been fully considered but they are not deemed to be persuasive. 

17. In the remarks, the applicant argues in substance that: 

(A) Argument: Bowers fails to teach using the identifier to obtain an address for the 
resource. 

Response: Bowers teaches an inventory system using articles with RFID tags. Each 
tag has a unique identification for identifying the individual article. An inventory 
database tracks all of the tagged articles and maintains circulation status information. A 
user of the inventory system is able to obtain the location or address of the individual 
article stored in the database using the identification of the article; therefore Bowers 
meets the scope of the claimed limitation "using the identifier to obtain an address for 
the resource" (Fig. 4, col. 10, lines 22-48.) 

(B) Argument: bower fails to teach web pages or URLs 

Response: Bowers teaches an inventory system using articles with RFID tags. Each 
tag has a unique identification for identifying the individual article. An inventory 
database tracks all of the tagged articles and maintains circulation status information. 
An automated on-line catalog is generated from the inventory database. Other libraries 
are able to browse and search the database or registry in order to obtain circulation 
information on an article. The on-line catalog can be a libraries website that a user is 
able to access and retrieve such information. The user can enter the identification 
number of an article and a webpage displaying information about the article is 
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presented to the user along with the location of the article in the library. Bowers on-line 
catalog teaches web pages and or a URL and therefore, meets the scope of the claimed 
limitation. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawki S Ismail whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Shawki Ismail 
Patent Examiner 
April 11,2005 





